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Timothy Keller, the founding pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City, addresses

the frequent doubts that skeptics and non-believers bring to religion. Using literature, philosophy,

anthropology, pop culture, and intellectual reasoning, Keller explains how the belief in a Christian

God is, in fact, a sound and rational one. To true believers he offers a solid platform on which to

stand against the backlash toward religion spawned by the Age of Skepticism. And to skeptics,

atheists, and agnostics he provides a challenging argument for pursuing the reason for God.The

remarkable New York Times bestseller by the "C.S. Lewis for the 21st century" (Newsweek).  A

New York Times bestseller people can believe in-by a "pioneer of the new urban Christians"

(Christian Today magazine).
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There are many people I "know" primarily through their books. I read constantly and find that books

allow me to understand the people who write them, especially when the author has written several

books. As I read through the corpus of his writings I learn to understand how he thinks and learn to

understand what he believes. Even if I have never met an author face-to-face, I often feel like I have

met him in his books. Because Tim Keller has written so little, I do not know him in the way I feel I

know many of his peers--pastors and theologians who have written extensively. So it was with great

interest that I read The Reason for God, only his second book (besides edited volumes to which he

has contributed a chapter) and certainly his most significant. Published by Penguin and with a

positive review by Publishers Weekly, it has all the makings of a bestseller.The Reason for God is



written for skeptics and believers alike. It is a response to or perhaps an antidote to the the writings

of popular authors like Christopher Hitchens, Richard Dawkins and Sam Harris. And it is a fine one,

at that. While the skeptic has several volumes he can hand to a believing friend (many of them

written by the aforementioned authors), the believer has fewer to choose from. So many

introductions to Christian beliefs were written many years ago and simply do not resonate with

today's skeptics. They assume too much and deliver too little. Keller's volume seeks to fill that void,

and it does so well.The Reason for God arrives at a unique time, for we are at a point when both

belief and skepticism are on the rise. "Skepticism, fear, and anger toward traditional religion are

growing in power and influence," says Keller. "But, at the same time, robust, orthodox belief in the

traditional faiths is growing as well." As each grows, those who hold to each become increasingly

convinced that they are in imminent danger. The world is polarizing over religion--or at the very least

our culture is polarizing over religion. "We have come to a cultural moment in which both skeptics

and believers feel their existence is threatened because both secular skepticism and religious faith

are on the rise in significant, powerful ways. We have neither the western Christendom of the past

nor the secular, religionless society that was predicted for the future. We have something else

entirely."Attempting to find a way forward, Keller suggests that both believers and skeptics look at

doubt in a whole new way. Within the book he does not make the classical distinction between

believers and unbelievers, but rather between believers and skeptics. His thesis depends on this

distinction between unbeliever and skeptic because, he says, we all believe something. Even

skeptics have a kind of faith hidden within their reasoning. Understanding what we believe about

belief is crucial. His thesis is this: "If you come to recognize the beliefs on which your doubts about

Christianity are based, and if you seek as much proof for those beliefs as you seek from Christians

for theirs--you will discover that your doubts are not so solid as they first appeared." He seeks to

prove that thesis in the book's first part.In the first seven chapters Keller looks at seven of the most

common objections and doubts about Christianity and discerns the alternate beliefs underlying each

of them. This section is titled "The Leap of Doubt" and answers these seven common critiques: 1.

There can't be just one true religion 2. A good God could not allow suffering 3. Christianity is a

straitjacket 4. The church is responsible for so much injustice 5. A loving God would not send

people to hell 6. Science has disproved Christianity 7. You can't take the Bible literallyIn the second

half of the book, titled "The Reasons for Faith," he turns to an examination of seven reasons to

believe in the claims of the Christian faith. 1. The clues of God 2. The knowledge of God 3. The

problem of sin 4. Religion and the gospel 5. The (true) story of the cross 6. The reality of the

resurrection 7. The Dance of GodThe book begins with an Introduction, between the two parts is an



Intermission, and following it all is an Epilogue.The Reason for God is, at least to my knowledge,

unique. The reader will soon see that Keller follows closely behind C.S. Lewis whom, along with his

wife and Jonathan Edwards, he counts as his primary theological influences. Yet he sets Lewis and

Edwards in a new context. And really, much of the book only makes sense within our contemporary

cultural context. The arguments that matter here and now are different from those of days past and,

I'm sure, different than ones in days to come. But the arguments Keller makes are compelling and

reasonable and targeted pointedly at today's skeptics. If you have read our day's leading skeptics

you owe it to yourself to read this as well.Nobody but Tim Keller could have written this book. It

seems likely to me that nobody but Tim Keller will agree with everything he says. For example,

many believers will be uncomfortable with his defense of evolution--not the naturalistic evolution of

so many skeptics, but a theistic evolution that attempts to reconcile rather than ignore the creation

accounts of the Bible. Others will take issue with his description of hell and the thread of ecumenism

that runs throughout the volume. But if we heed his exhortation to major on the majors, to look to

what's most foundational to the faith before focusing on matters of secondary importance, both

believers and skeptics have a great deal to learn from this book.Publishers Weekly has said well

that this is a book for "skeptics and the believers who love them." Believers will rejoice in a book that

carefully and patiently answers the objections of their skeptical friends and does so with grace and

in a way consistent with the Bible. Skeptics will see that even their skepticism is founded on some

kind of faith and will be challenged to discern those underlying beliefs. May this book convince us all

that we can believe and can believe reasonably, even in this age of skepticism.

I'm a certified member of the Tim Keller fan club. I listen to his sermons. I read everything he writes.

I even belong to the Facebook fan club. Few thinkers or practitioners have influenced me more than

he has. I am not the biggest fan out there, but I'm certainly a member of the club. This is dangerous,

because nobody can live up to all that.But Keller isn't the first to face the challenges of a growing

profile and unrealistic expectations, and thankfully, he continues to use his influence wisely. The

Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism, now on the New York Times bestseller list, is likely

to multiply his influence even more, not only within the church but also within a culture with serious

doubts about Christianity.In a sense, there's nothing new in this book. It's all out there in other

places, just like all the ingredients of a meal prepared by a chef are there in the grocery store. In

The Reason for God, you have presuppositional apologetics in the tradition of Van Til, as well as

generous doses of C.S. Lewis, the subtle but strong influence of Jonathan Edwards, as well as

engagement with contemporary thinkers and writers.What is unique is how Keller brings all together;



in other words, the way these ingredients are mixed. Keller aptly deals with common doubts and

objections to Christianity, such as "There can't be just one true religion" and "How can a loving God

send people to hell?" Behind every doubt is an alternate set of beliefs. "The only way to doubt

Christianity rightly and fairly," Keller writes, "is to discern the alternate belief under each of your

doubts and then to ask yourself what reasons you have for believing it." Keller does this with each of

the objections to Christianity, showing that none of the objections make Christianity impossible or

even implausible.Doubting our doubts about Christianity is only part of the journey. In the second

half of the book, Keller offers reasons for faith, demonstrating that the Christian faith makes the

most sense of the world. "I ask you to put on Christianity like a pair of spectacles and look at the

world with it. See what power it has to explain what we know and see."What really stands out about

this book, besides its content, is the way that Keller engages with these issues. He is civil,

respectful, winsome, and ironic, but never hostile. He does not belittle those with alternate beliefs,

even as he directly examines and challenges those beliefs. Keller models a way of relating to those

who disagree, and provides a model for all of us. He shows how one can possess an robust and

orthodox Christian faith, and yet winsomely engage with those with completely different and hostile

beliefs.Keller's wife, Kathy, has said that the mark of a good sermon is that people stop taking notes

part way through. It starts rationally, like a lesson, but ends with an encounter with Jesus. The

Reason for God is full of rational arguments, but it doesn't end there. By the end of the book we

encounter beauty, and some of the most profound expressions of the Christian faith I've read.Last

Sunday, somebody thanked me for making this book available to them. They've been looking for a

book like this for some time, and they're loving it. I don't think he will be the last one. The Reason for

God is a book that deserves to be read not only by Christians, but by those who have doubts - even

by those who are hostile. It covers important issues, and shows not only the rationality but the

beauty of the Christian faith. Just as importantly, it does so in a way that is genuinely respectful to

the reader no matter what their beliefs. I hope it will be read widely.
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